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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment received on 6/15/04. The proposed 
amendments made to the drawings have been approved and entered. Amendments to 
the abstract have also been received and entered. A certified copy of the priority 
document has also been received. New claims 3-4 have been added and claim 1-4 are 
currently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Banwell 
et al. (U.S. Application 09/771313). 

With respect to claim 1, Banwell et al. discloses a method of identifying an 
edge switch of a packet-based communication network (See page 2 paragraphs 22-24 
and Figure 1 of Banwell et al. for reference to a method for uniquely identifying a 
network element, which is an edge switch, and a port on the network element in 
response to a request from a network management station and for reference to 
the network using SNMP for IP domain network elements, meaning that the 
network is a packet-based communication network). Banwell et al. also discloses 
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the edge switch having a port to which a specified user is connected (See page 2 
paragraphs 22-24, page 4 paragraph 39, and Figures 1 and 5A of Banwell et al. for 
reference to the network elements 210 and 220 of the network having ports, for 
connection to other devices, and for reference to the request for configuration 
update being sent to each network element using SNMP, which means that there 
must be a specified IP address of a specified user in the SNMP request message 
for the message to be properly routed). Banwell et al. further discloses sending a 
unicast request packet from a policy server to the specified user with the unicast 
request packet including destination address data and a selected identification code 
(See pages 4-5 paragraphs 39-40 and Figure 5A of Banwell et al. for reference to 
sending from a network management system a request message for a 
configuration update to each specific network element that it knows of using 
SNMP, which means that the request must contain a specific IP address to be 
properly routed to its destination, and for reference to the network element 
recognizing the message as a request message for a configuration update, 
meaning that there must be a selected identification code in the message packet 
that the network element uses to identify the request message). Banwell et al. 
further discloses detecting the selected identification code at the port diverting the 
packet to a management agent for the switch (See pages 2-3 paragraphs 25-28, 
pages 4-5 paragraphs 39-40, and Figures 2, 3, and 5A of Banwell et al. for 
reference to the network element recognizing the message as a request message 
for a configuration update, meaning that there must be a selected identification 
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code in the message packet that the network element uses to identify the request 
message, and for reference to the request message being diverted to used by 
processor 252, a management agent of the network element, to gain port 
connectivity information of the network element). Banwell et al. also discloses 
returning to the server an identification of the switch and the user (See page 5 
paragraph 40 and Figure 5 of Banwell et al. for reference to the network element 
sending to the network management system a block of information including the 
network element model number, network element serial number, and for each 
connected port on the network element, the port identifier, far end network 
element serial number, and the far end network port identifier, meaning 
identification of the network element, or switch, and identification of the user 
element attached to the ports of the switch are sent to the network management 
system, or server). 

With respect to claim 2, Banwell et al. discloses causing the specified user to 
reply to the unicast request packet by means of a reply packet including the 
identification code (See page 3 paragraph 31, page 4 paragraph 35, and Figures 3 
and 4B of Banwell et al. for reference to, as a part of the process of gaining port 
connectivity information, the devices connected to the network element 
communicating their connectivity using a response packet that includes a packet 
protocol identifier, or identification code, indicating that the packet is a response 
packet). Banwell et al. also discloses detecting at the edge switch the identification 
code in the reply packet (See page 3 paragraph 31, page 4 paragraph 35, and 



Application/Control Number: 09/694,673 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2665 

Figures 3 and 4B of Banwell et al. for reference to network elements receiving the 
response packet from devices connected to the network element ports and 
identifying the received packets based on the packet protocol identifier). 

With respect to claim 3, Banwell et al. discloses a method of identifying an 
edge switch of a packet-based communication network (See page 2 paragraphs 22-24 
and Figure 1 of Banwell et al. for reference to a method for uniquely identifying a 
network element, which is an edge switch, and a port on the network element in 
response to a request from a network management station and for reference to 
the network using SNMP for IP domain network elements, meaning that the 
network is a packet-based communication network). Banwell et al. also discloses 
the edge switch having a port to which a specified user is connected (See page 2 
paragraphs 22-24, page 4 paragraph 39, and Figures 1 and 5A of Banwell et al. for 
reference to the network elements 210 and 220 of the network having ports, for 
connection to other devices, and for reference to the request for configuration 
update being sent to each network element using SNMP, which means that there 
must be a specified IP address of a specified user in the SNMP request message 
for the message to be properly routed). Banwell et al. further discloses sending a 
unicast request packet from a policy server to the specified user with the unicast 
request packet including destination address data of the specified user and a selected 
identification code (See pages 4-5 paragraphs 39-40 and Figure 5A of Banwell et al. 
for reference to sending from a network management system a request message 
for a configuration update to each specific network element that it knows of using 
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SNMP, which means that the request must contain a specific IP address to be 
properly routed to its destination, and for reference to the network element 
recognizing the message as a request message for a configuration update, 
meaning that there must be a selected identification code in the message packet 
that the network element uses to identify the request message). Banwell also 
discloses responding at the user to send a reply packet including the destination 
address data and the selected identification code, parsing the reply packet to detect the 
selected identification code, and on detection of the code diverting the reply packet to a 
management agent for the switch (See page 3 paragraph 31, page 4 paragraph 35, 
pages 2-3 paragraphs 25-28, and Figures 2, 3, and 4B of Banwell et al. for 
reference to, as a part of the process of gaining port connectivity information, the 
devices connected to the network element communicating their connectivity 
using a response packet that includes a packet protocol identifier, or 
identification code, indicating that the packet is a response packet and also 
includes a destination port number, serial number, and model number, or 
destination address, data, and for reference to the network element receiving the 
reply packet and relaying the reply packet to a processor 252, or management 
agent, for the network element, based on the packet being identified as a reply 
packet). Banwell et al. further discloses returning to the server from the switch an 
identification of the switch and the user (See page 5 paragraph 40 and Figure 5 of 
Banwell et al. for reference to the network element sending to the network 
management system a block of information including the network element model 
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number, network element serial number, and for each connected port on the 
network element the port identifier, far end network element serial number, and 
the far end network port identifier, meaning identification of the network element, 
or switch, and identification of the user element attached to the ports of the 
switch are sent to the network management system, or server). 

With respect to claim 4, Banwell et al. discloses a method of identifying an 
edge switch of a packet-based communication network (See page 2 paragraphs 22-24 
and Figure 1 of Banwell et al. for reference to a method for uniquely identifying a 
network element, which is an edge switch, and a port on the network element in 
response to a request from a network management station and for reference to 
the network using SNMP for IP domain network elements, meaning that the 
network is a packet-based communication network). Banwell et al. also discloses 
the edge switch having a port to which a specified user is connected (See page 2 
paragraphs 22-24, page 4 paragraph 39, and Figures 1 and 5A of Banwell et al. for 
reference to the network elements 210 and 220 of the network having ports, for 
connection to other devices, and for reference to the request for configuration 
update being sent to each network element using SNMP, which means that there 
must be a specified IP address of a specified user in the SNMP request message 
for the message to be properly routed). Banwell et al. further discloses obtaining the 
IP network address of the specified user and sending a unicast request packet from a 
policy server to the specified user with the unicast request packet including as a 
destination address the IP network address and including a selected identification code 
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(See pages 4-5 paragraphs 39-40 and Figure 5A of Banwell et al. for reference to 
sending from a network management system a request message for a 
configuration update to each specific network element that it knows of using 
SNMP, which means that the request must contain a specific obtained IP address 
to be properly routed to its destination, and for reference to the network element 
recognizing the message as a request message for a configuration update, 
meaning that there must be a selected identification code in the message packet 
that the network element uses to identify the request message). Banwell et al. also 
discloses responding at the specified user to the unicast packet by returning a reply 
packet including the IP network address, the identification code, and the payload, 
detecting the selected identification code at the port of the edge switch and diverting the 
reply packet to a management agent for the edge switch (See page 3 paragraph 31, 
page 4 paragraph 35, pages 2-3 paragraphs 25-28, and Figures 2, 3, and 4B of 
Banwell et al. for reference to, as a part of the process of gaining port 
connectivity information, the devices connected to the network element 
communicating their connectivity using a response packet that includes a packet 
protocol identifier, or identification code, indicating that the packet is a response 
packet and also includes a destination port number, serial number, and model 
number, or destination address, data, and for reference to the network element 
receiving the reply packet and relaying the reply packet to a processor 252, or 
management agent, for the network element, based on the packet being identified 
as a reply packet). Banwell et al. further discloses modifying the payload and returning 
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to the policy server the reply packet including the payload as modified, an identification 
of the edge switch and an identification of the specified user (See page 5 paragraph 40 
and Figure 5 of Banwell et al. for reference to the network element modifying the 
reply packet information by combining the information with information from 
reply packets from other ports of the network element and sending to the network 
management system a block of information including the network element model 
number, network element serial number, and for each connected port on the 
network element, the port identifier, far end network element serial number, and 
the far end network port identifier, meaning identification of the network element, 
or switch, and identification of the user element attached to the ports of the 
switch are sent to the network management system, or server). 



Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 2 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason E Mattis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3154. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-31 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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